
Sérgio Costa 
J. Maurício Domingues 
Wolfgang Knöbl 
Josué P. da Silva 
(Eds.)  
 
 

The Plurality of Modernity:  
Decentring Sociology 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rainer Hampp Verlag  München, Mering 2006 



The publication of this book was supported by CAPES  
(Coordenação de Aperfeiçoamento de Pessoal de Nível  
Superior), Brazil. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bibliographic information published by the  
Deutsche Nationalbibliothek 

Die Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche 
Nationalbibliografie; detailed bibliographic data are available in the  
Internet at http://dnb.d-nb.de. 
 
 
ISBN: 3-86618-088-8 
ISBN: 978-3-86618-088-8 
Peripherie und Zentrum: ISSN 1614-6360 
1. Auflage, 2006 
 

© 2006 Rainer Hampp Verlag München, Mering 
Meringerzeller Str. 10  D – 86415 Mering 

www.Hampp-Verlag.de 

 

All rights preserved. No part of this publication may be reprinted or 
reproduced or utilized in any form or by any electronic, mechanical, or 
other means, now known or hereafter invented, including photocopying 
and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval system, without 
permission in writing from the publisher. 
 
In case of complaints please contact Rainer Hampp Verlag.  



Contents 
 

 
Introduction – How plural is modernity?  ..............................................................  3 
 Sérgio Costa, José Maurício Domingues, Wolfgang Knöbl, 
 Josué Pereira da Silva 
 
Multiple, entangled, fragmented and other modernities. Reflections on 
comparative sociological research on Europe, North and Latin America  ..........  11 
 Willfried Spohn 
 
The universal underneath the multiple: Social acceleration as a key to 
understanding modernity  ....................................................................................  23 
 Hartmut Rosa 
 
Sociology and transnational contexts of agency: Lessons from the 
Black Atlantic  .....................................................................................................  43 
 Sérgio Costa 
 
One modernity? The ‘war for men’s minds’ in peripheral contexts  ...................  57 
 Manuela Boatcă 
 
Prisons, violence and transnational configurations  .............................................  71 
 Myrian Sepúlveda dos Santos 
 
The globalisation of ‘democratic’ policing: Community policing as an  
export model  .......................................................................................................  87 
 Ruth Stanley 
 
Can federal states concentrate authority? Intergovernamental relations  
and social policies in Brazil  ................................................................................  99 
 Marta Arretche 
 
The Brazilian way of dealing with inequality  ...................................................  117 
 Celi Scalon and Ignacio Cano 
 
Beyond recognition: Street culture and social inclusion  ...................................  139 
 Tereza Ventura 
 
Basic income and citizenship theory: Comments on a recent Brazilian law  ....  149 
 Josué Pereira da Silva 
 
 



  

The hidden side of modernity in Africa – Domesticating savage lives  ............  161 
 Elísio Macamo 

 
Amartya Sen, freedom and development: A critical view  ................................  179 
 José Maurício Domingues 

 
Globalising democracy without a State: Weak public, strong public,  
global constitutionalism  ....................................................................................  195 
 Hauke Brunkhorst 

 
Multiple modernities and political sociology  ...................................................  215 
 Wolfgang Knöbl 
 
Authors ..............................................................................................................  229 
 
 
 




